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|Dedication

Bukovyna and Halychyna in 1891. These

immigrants brought with them their strong
religious beliefs. From Bukovyna came the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church beliefs and traditions.

Some churches were founded before Alberta became
a province in 1905, and before there was a Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of Canada (1918). Over the succeeding
years, some 90 Ukrainian Orthodox Churches were
established, many with their own cemeteries. (See pages
242 and 245 for lists of these).

As our parish histories describe, building and
keeping these churches open was at times challenging.
There was often a shortage of priests, ongoing conflicts
and disagreements, and competition from other religious
denominations. Despite these difficulties, the Ukrainian
Orthodox faithful persevered. Declining rural members
and increasing costs are slowly taking their toll. Regular
services are less frequent. Many parishes are now
inactive and/or at risk of closing.

Ukrainians began arriving in Canada from

This book is dedicated to the memories and
preservation of the histories of the Alberta Ukrainian
Orthodox Parishes that served the faithful in the 1900’s.
We are eternally grateful and thankful to the founders,
clergy and Orthodox members for the strength of their
Faith and their dedication.

Jars Balan and Russell Sawchuk

l , ST. POKROVA 2/
GREEK ORTHODO!
CHURCH
4 1 BOROVICH :
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Western Eparchy Leaders

Rev. Yeronim Hrycyna (1955-1958)
Rev. Hryhory Metiuk (1958)
Archbishop Andrew (1959-1975)
Archbishop Boris (1975-1984)
Archbishop John (1984-2005)
Bishop Ilarion (2008-2022)

Earliest UOC Parishes

St. Pokrova at Borovich (1902)
St. Demetrius at Jaroslaw (1902)
St. Elias at Luzan Toporiwtzi (1904)
Holy Ascension at Ispas (1906)
St. Mary at Edwand (1906)

St. Mary at Szypenitz (1907)

St. Demetrius at Luzan (1908)
St. Mary at Slawa (1910)

Ukrainian Otthodox Chuech
And Cemetery

JAROSLAW

EST 1902

Memories of Ukrainian Orthodox Churches in Alberta | Page iii




IContents

DaCatIBR i e P A P P R R D iii
1. Andrew. Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church .........ccccoooviiiiiiinnnnnn. 1
2. Anshaw. (Dupres) Saint Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox Church ...........ccocoiiiiiiann. 5
3. Athabasca. Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church ..............coooiiiin. -
4, Bellis. All Saints Ukrainian Orthodox Church ... i ierioe asrsssssrsisiaesesseransassrasassrrms 11
5. Big Meadow (Lessard). Saint John the Baptist Ukrainian Orthodox Church ......... 15
6. Bonnyville. Saint Elias Ukrainian Orthodox Church ............coociiieiiiiiiiiiiiiianinnnns 19
7. Borowich. (Boriwtzi) Saint Mary the Protectress Ukrainian Orthodox Church ....... 955
8= PBoyle-Holy-Trinity Uktainian Orthodox ChUteh- - i i o L i i s rie e 26
9. Boyne Lake. Holy Cross Ukrainian Orthodox Church..........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiniiininnenn. 29
10. Brinsley. Holy Spirit / All Saints Ukrainian Orthodox Church .............coooviiiiinn. 32
¥ 1= Calmar. Holy Trinity Ukrainian- Otthodox Church G wrimeens ah
12. Cappon. (Buffalo) Saint Volodymyr Ukrainian Orthodox Church ....................cceeee. 38
13. Craigend. Saint Demetrius Ukrainian Orthodox Church ..........ccocovviiiiiiiiiiiiniennn. 40
14. Downing. Saint Paroskovia Ukrainian Orthodox Church .........cccocoiiiiiiiiiiinn.. b
15. Edmonton. Saint Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Sobor .........c.coociiiviiiiiiiiiiiiniiinennen. 47
16. Edmonton. Saint Anthony Ukrainian Orthodox Church ..........ccccocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn.e. 50
17. Edmonton. Saint Elias Ukrainian Orthodox Church ...........ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceene, 53
18. Edmonton. Saint John Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral ...............oociiiiiiiiiiiian.n. 56
19. Edmonton. Saint Michael Ukrainian Orthodox Church ...........cccoociiiiiiiiiinnnn. 60
20. Edwand. Saint Mary the Protectress Ukrainian Orthodox Church ......................... 63
21. Egremont. Saint John Ukrainian Orthodox Church ...........c.ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiens 67
22. Elk Point. Saint Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox Church ..........ccocoiiiiiiiiiiiiinennnnn. Tl
23. Fedorah. Saint John the Baptist Ukrainian Orthodox Church ............ccooevinvinnnnnn. 74
24. Gifford. (Nowa Bukowina) Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church ...... 78
25. Glendon. Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Church ...........cooovviiiiiiiiiiiieeene, 81
26. Grassland. Holy Transfiguration Ukrainian Orthodox Church .............c.coooiiiieni0s 85
27. Hamlin. Nativity of the Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church .......................... 89
28. Innisfree. Saint John the Baptist Ukrainian Orthodox Church ...........ccocoeiviinnne. 93
29. Ispas. Holy Ascension Ukrainian Orthodox Church .........coccoviiiviiiiiiiiiininiieeenn 95
30. Jaroslaw. Saint Demetrius Ukrainian Orthodox Church ..................c. 100

Memories of Ukrainian Orthodox Churches in Alberta | Page iv




Contents

31
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42,
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.

Kahwin. Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Church .........c.ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininnnn, 105
Kaleland. Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church ..................c..o.... 110
Lac La Biche. All Saints Ukrainian Orthodox Church .........c.cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininininnan, 114
Luzan. Saint Demetrius Ukrainian Orthodox Church .........c..coooiiiiiiiiiiiiininnnn.. 118
Luzan-Toporiwtsi. Saint Elias Ukrainian Orthodox Church .......c..c.ccocoeveiiennen. 123
Mamaesti. (Brosseau) Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Church ...........c..c..c..c.... 126
Morecambe. Saint John the Baptist Ukrainian Orthodox Church ....................... 129
Musidora. Dormition of Saint Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church ..............c......... 133
Myrnam. Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Church ........c.ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiinennen. 138
Noral. Saint Mary the Protectress Ukrainian Orthodox Church .............c............. 142
North Slawa. All Saints Ukrainian Orthodox Church ..........ccocooiviiiiiiiiiiiiinininn.e. 147
Oyen. Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church ........c..ccocveiiiiniininn.. 150
Peno. Saint John the Baptist Ukrainian Orthodox Church ............c.cccooiiiiiiine 153
Pruth. Holy Ascension Ukrainian Orthodox Church ...........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinninn, 157
Radway. Holy Ascension Ukrainian Orthodox Church ..........c..ccoooiiiiiiininn, 161
Redwater. Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Church ..........cc.coooiiiiiiiiiniinn.. 164
Richmond Park. Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Church ..............ccooviiiiinn.n. 168
Sandy Rapids. (Iron River) All Saints Ukrainian Orthodox Church ...................... 172
Sarrail. Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church .............c.cooiiiiianie. 176
Sich-Kolomea. Dormition of Saint Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church ................. 181
Smoky Lake. Holy Ascension Ukrainian Orthodox Church ..........c..ccoocoeiiiinni. 185
South Slawa. Dormition of Saint Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church ................... 189
Spedden. Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Church ..........cccooviveiiiiiiiiiininninnnn.n. 193
St. Paul. All Saints Ukrainian Orthodox Church .........cccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn. 197
Stry. Descent of the Holy Spirit Ukrainian Orthodox Church ...........c..cooeeiiinnee. 201
Suchava. Saint John Ukrainian Orthodox Church..........ccoceviiiiiiiiiniiiiiininenanans 204
Szypenitz. Saint Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church ........ccccooveieiiiiiiiiiininenn.e. 208
Therien. Saint Michael Ukrainian Orthodox Church .........ccccoveviviiiiiiiiiiiniienenne. P2
Thorhild. Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church ...........ccccoeevininnee. 214
Two Hills Rural. Ukrainian Orthodox Parish of Saint Paraskevia ............c..c........ 218

Memories of Ukrainian Orthodox Churches in Alberta | Page v




Contents

61. Vegreville. Saint Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox Church .............cocovviiiiiiininnnnnn. 220
62. Wandering River. Saint Elias Ukrainian Orthodox Church..............ccccoiiiiiainnn. 224
63. Warspite. Saint John Ukrainian Orthodox Church ..., 228
64. Waskatenau. Saint Volodymyr Ukrainian Orthodox Church ...........coccoiiiiiiiinnn. 230
65. Willingdon. Holy Spirit Ukrainian Orthodox Church ..........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnes 234
66. Zawale. Saint Michael Ukrainian Orthodox Church ........cccccooiiiiviiiiiiiiiiinin. 238
Alberta Ukrainian Orthodox Parishes .......................ocoii, 242
Alberta Ukrainian Orthodox Cemeteries ..., 245
Acknowledgements and Sources .................coiiiiiiii e 247
ABOUt e A O s s T e e e R e T 248

Supplementary Information

Here is some explanatory information regarding the contents and structure of this book.

* Based on our research, there were approximately 90 Ukrainian Orthodox parishes
established in Alberta in the 1900’s. (See the list at the end of this book). The 66
churches that were selected for inclusion were the ones for which Jars Balan had
completed a history.

* Under the organizational structure of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada, the
individual parishes were independently owned and operated. As a result, the availability
of historical data varies greatly. Since some parishes were closed and there were no
members left living, obtaining access to their records was difficult. This is the reason why
some parish histories are short, while others are more detailed. This is also why there are
no photographs for five churches.

* The other challenge was that much of the early church documents and records were in
Ukrainian. This made locating and interpreting historic data problematic.

* Translation from Ukrainian to English often resulted in different versions of names for
parishes, priests and founding members. We tried to be consistent, but some variations
in spelling may still exist.

* The parish history collection project ended in about 2016. Therefore, the histories for
active churches ends there. However, we were able to extend the list of priests that served
in the active parishes to 2024.

* The Feast dates listed in the book are based on the “Traditional or Julian” calendar. In
recent years, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Canada and many of their parishes have
switched to the Gregorian calendar.
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